











To: The Honorable City Council and the Citizens of the City of Portsmouth. New Hampshire
it is my pleasure to offer to you the 1980-81 Annual Report of the City of Portsmouth. I trust that you will find it to
be a concise but comprehensive review of the City's activities during this period. I hope that it will provide you
with a better understanding of the workings of your local public government.
During the period covered by this report, the City has seen the completion of the new courthouse, the completion
of the new indoor swimming pool and the beginning of the Portsmouth Resource Recovery Facility at Pease Air
Force Base.
Portsmouth's future belongs to those who actively participate in the many decisions that must be made, and I
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PORTSMOUTH CITY COUNCIL
City Council seated from left to right: Councilman William Scott. Councilman Charles Griffin. Councilman Mary Keenan.
Assistant Mayor Peter G. Weeks. City Attorney David Connell. City Manager Calvin A. Canney. Mayor John J. Wholey. City




Held Public Hearing on Ordinance requiring Blasting
Notice and passed same.
Passed Resolution re: Three Year Community
Developement Housing Assistance Plan.
Voted that the Mayor appoint a Committee to work with the
Committee for the upcoming 75th Anniversary of the
signing of the Russo-Japanese Peace Treaty in Portsmouth.
Voted on a roll call vote 6-3 to authorize the hiring of an
additional inspector for the Community Development
Rehabilitation Code Enforcement Specialist position.
Voted to hire Ross Hoffman Associates as Consultant for the
construction of the Refuse to Energy Plant.
Passed a motion on a roll call vote to increase the water
rates 10%-Option *2.
Voted to adopt the Emergency Management Contingency
Plan relative to the Bellamy Dam Reservoir as part of the
Civil Defense Plan.
Voted to authorize $1,500 from the Contingency Fund for
the erection of two basketball courts under the high level
bridge at Atlantic Heights.
Passed a resolution to petition the Portsmouth District
Court for appointment of not more than five additional
commissioners to fix and receive bail.
Voted to pass a Resolution adopting provisions of RSA 156
3a-Building Permits to be withheld in certain cases.
Voted on a roll call vote 6-1 to adopt a Resolution authoring
borrowing in anticipation of federal aid an amount not to
exceed $650,000 for a municipal swimming pool.
Voted to send a letter of thanks to Colonel Harrop for
bringing about the change of using the Pease Air Force
Base main gate rather than the Sherburne Gate for
incinerator traffic.
AUGUST, 1980
Voted to adopt Resolution authorizing Bond Issue of up to
$6,000,000 for construction of a Refuse to Energy
Incinerator at Pease Air Force Base.
Set polling hours for the September 9 Primary from 8 A.M.
to 6 P.M.
Voted to accept the cancellation of the Strawberry Banke
liCase of the South Meeting House.
Voted to close McDonough St. Park at 7:30 P.M. during the
summer and 6 P.M. the rest of the year.
Voted to accept and open the UDAG Street that runs
between I^fayette Road and Banfield Road.
SEPTEMBER, 1980
Voted to pass Resolutions adopting amendment of Year II.
City of Portsmouth, N.H.
Ill & V Communlly Development Appllcallons for use of
funds from the Federal Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974,
Voted to instruct the City Manager to proceed with the final
design of the North Mill Pond Tide Gates.
Voted to have the Chairman of the Site Review Committee
and the Gasahol Committee and City Engineer visit a
gasohol plant.
OCTOBER, 1980
Voted to authorize the City Manager to prepare cost
estimates for 400-500 spaces for a multi-level parking
garage for the High-Hanover lot.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to advertise and put out
the RFP for 60 days to solicit private developer proposals
for downtown parking lot.
Voted to create a new Capital Account in the amount of
$28,039.42 for Sagamore Bridge.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to make a Grant
Application for $10,000 Historic Conservation Recreation
Service funds for Pine St. playground.
Voted to set polling hours for November 4 election from 8
AM to 8 PM.
Held Public Hearing and voted to approve request for
additional 64 mobile home sites at Hillcrest Estates.
Voted to pass Ordinance rezoning 65 acres on Lang Road
from SR I to Garden Apartment District.
Held Public Hearing on proposal by Eastern Grain
Resources Corp. to construct a gasahol plant and on a roll
call vote voted not to approve a water & sewer agreement
for EGRC.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign an agreement
with State Properties re: Woodberry Avenue Improvements
and Market St. Extension.
Voted to have the City Manager write letters to the local fire
department and those of surrounding communities
commending them for the excellent job they did in
containing the recent fire in the Mcintosh building.
Voted to pass Resolution re: Woodberry Avenue and Market
St. Extension and forward same to Stale.
Voted to grant request of Portsmouth Advocates to conduct a
feasibility analysis at no cost to the city and report on reuse
potential of South Meeting House.
Voted unanimously to authorize the signing of lease with
the Air Force for the Refuse to Energy facility to be done on
the same day (November 14) as the signing of the contract
with Consumat.
Voted unanimously that the City Manager be authorized to
sign a Consultant Contract with Ross Hoffman.
NOVEMBER, 1980
Defeated a motion to form a Rent Control Committee.
Voted to name the UDAG funded road in the Industrial Park
Constitution Avenue.
Held Public Hearing on Ordinance re: Cirfew Law
Ordinance and voted to table same until April.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign the Contract
with Coakley for the landfill area use.
DECEMBER, 1980
Voted to accept and place on file the new subdivision
recommendations.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to give Ross Hoffman a
letter of introduction as the city's negotiator for the design
of the contract with the Air Force for the sale of steam in the
Refuse to Energy matter.
Voted to authorize the Sewer Program-Group I and partog
Group II with appropriated funds of $565,000,
Voted to transfer the contents of the Piscataqua History
Club and the Wilson Collection to the Portsmouth
Athanaeum.
Voted that the City Manager write a letter to the State
indicating the city's displeasure with their purchase of a
parcel of land on the northwest corner of Market St, and
Kearsarge Way intersection to be used for a commuter
parking lot and that they sit down with the city and
negotiate for other land for this use.
Voted to take $135,000 out of the Sewer Bond Issue in the
Spring to take care of surface water problem on Aldrich
Road.
Signed a contract with Dufresne & Henry to do a feasibility
study of the Stokel property.
Peat, Marwick and Mitchell were awarded audit duties for
1981 & 1982.
Appointed a Curfew Committee.
Voted to authorize an option to purchase, subject to BOR
approval, 23'/^ acres of Little Harbor Chapel property.
JANUARY, 1981
Voted to hire an architect to look at space requirements for
police station for next ten to twenty years and look at
structural and mechanical capability of presentfacility and
possibility for renovation and expansion of presentfacility.
Voted to accept a thank you letter form Takeo Iguchi, Consul
General of Japan for arranging for him to receive a copy of
the film "Peace of Portsmouth" which he saw at the 75th
anniversary of the signing of the 1905 Treaty of
Portsmouth,
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FEBRUARY, 1981
Voted to apply for a 100% Formula Grant of $50,000 to
design and construct two piers for approximately forty
small boats.
Held Public Hearing on North Mill Pond Tide Gates.
A motion to request the Berkshire Builders to rename the
Farragut .Apartments the Keefe Apartments lost on a roll
call vote 6-3.
Passed a Resolution to the Govenor. State Senate. Slate
House of Representatives, local legislative delegation re:
Revenue S(.iurces.
Granted permission to the City Attorney to take the District
Court Funding Suit to the Supreme Court.
Voted to combine the Daniel St. Power Station Study for
alternative uses and the Tidal Power Electrical Generator
in the amount of $-40,000 to be soft-matched by $10,000
Planning Department staff time and that the $40,000 Grant
proposal for Prescott Park Recreational Boating Facility be
modified by the addition of two dolphins that can be used to
moor tall ships.
APRIL, 1981
Voted to accept the Seacrest Park property from
Ribblesdale. inc. for $1.00.
Welcomed students from Portsmouth High School re:
Student Council Day.
Voted to hold a work session with the City Delegation re:
Special Assessment District Legislation- High-Hanover
parking lot.
Voted 6-2 on a roll call vote to pass a Resolution opposed to
the Coastal Zone Management Bill.
Voted to authorize the Police Station Study Committee to
take $2,000 from the 1980-1981 Police Facility Budget to
use for engineering and architectural costs.
Voted to send a report from Govenor Councillor Dudley
Dudley re: evacuation in event of Seabrook Nuclear
accident to Civil Defense Director Herald Good.
Voted that the Mayor appoint member of Council or
community to serve on the Board of Directors of COAST
(Cooperative Alliance for Seacoast Transportation).
MARCH, 1981 MAY, 1981
Voted to appropriate $1,000 fromlhe Contingency Fund for
expenses re: Tall Ships.
Passed a Resolution not to turn over the new courthouse to
the judicial system of the State except on specific provisions
that said court shall handleand process cases originating in
Portsmouth only until the towns of Newington. New Castle.
Greenland and the Slate contribute their fair share for
bonded debt and operating expenses.
Voted to adopt a Resolution re: allocations of General
Revenue funds each year for police facility.
Voted unanimously to authorize the City Manager to sign
the option for Parcels I & II with the propsed developer-
Halloran Equities Company.
Voted to authorize the contract for self-insurance by the
City for Health Insurance to Blue Cross/Blue Shield.
A committee was appointed to study the High-Hanover
parking lot proposals and make recommendations.
Passed Resolution re: application for Atlantic Heights-
Small Cities-Community Development Grant.
Held Public Hearing on Capital Budget 1982-1987 and
adopted same.
Held presentation by Dick .Aliotti and Russell Davis from
the State Highway Dapartment re: Marcy Street Bridge
Project.
Authorized the City Manager to prepare the final contract
with Pease Air Force Base for the Refuse to Energy facility.
Authorized the City Manager to sign contract for Public
Officials Liability Insurance.
Voted to refer the request from Pro Portsmouth for Market
Square Day to the City Manager with power.
Voted to grant the boiler permit to Eastern Grain Resource
Corporation.
Voted to authorize the City Manager to sign disposal
contracts for the Refuse to Energy facility with PAFB and
the City of Dover.
Voted to pass Resolution re: opening of the new District
Court in Portsmouth.
Voted to grant the request of the Japanese National TV re:
shooting film "Flags over Portsmouth" which deals with
the Russo-Japanese Treaty.
JUNE, 1981
Voted to adpot a Resolution declaring June 22 as "Tom
McINtyre Day" in honor of the Post Office Federal Building
in Portsmouth being named for the former U.S. Senator.
Passed a Prohibitive Public Conduct Ordinance.
Voted to authorize Strawberry Banke to conduct an
archaeological dig in Parcel I.
Voted that the City Manager be authorized to notify HUD
that the City endorses the concept of the application
submitted by "Betty's Dream-a Foundation for the
Physically Handicapped. Inc." for 24 housing units for
handicapped adults.
Passed 1981-1982 Budget.
Voted to make August 10 the target date for the opening of
the new indoor swimming pool.




































' Patrolman J Plaisted
Ftatrolman Bussiere
Ftatrolman Willimas


















































R. Labrie to Deputy Marshal
J. Hinton to Detective Sergeant
N. Moore to Sergeant















Calls For Service During the Time Period of July 01,



















































Reported Crimes During the Time Period of July 01,








































Paul G. Long, Chief
During the past year, the fire department has experienced
an Increase in activity in all areas of our service.
A report of the Insurance Service Officers, which
completed a survey of fire protection capabilities for the
City in October 1981 hasrevealed that the efficiency of the
department in the areas of management, fire training, fire
prevention, and suppression have shown continued
improvement since the previous 1971 survey, and was
awarded a Class 5 from a previous 6th classification for
cities and towns of similar population. This higher
classification assures the community that fire insurance
rate of residential property will not be increased because of
deficiencies in our fire service.
We will continue to provide the highest level of service
possible to our community, commensurate with the
resources which are available.
Fire Statistics
The following statistics are reported during the fiscal year





















































Tlie value of buildings and contents endangered by fire
amounted to $1,916,760.00, and insurance on the same
was $4,383,500.00. Damage by fire was $2,054,474.00.
and insurance paid was $2,011,206.22.








Firefighter Clifton Boone. Jr.
appointed as Dept. Mechanic
Lt. David W. Childs (Salvation






Maj. Jaclc Ryans (Salvation Army)
resigned as Vol. Chaplain for Dept.
Captain John Downs retired
Firefighter & Fire Alarm Supt.
John Gailey retired
Firefighter Emery York resigned.
6/29/81
Bureau of Fire Prevention and Control
George Pierce, Deputy Chief, I^re Prev./Control
The FY 80/81 has been the fourth year of operation as the
Bureau of Fire Prevention & Control of the Portsmouth Fire
Department. To meet the Rre Prevention Bureau's goal of
"Providing a reasonable degree of safety to life and
property from fire by limiting and eventually reducing the
number and servity of fires occuring in this City" during
the fiscal year, the Bureau continued to provide
Portsmouth with informational. Educational inspection,
and investigative services.
The Bureau conducterd some 450 inspections in places of
assembly, schools, health care facilities, industrial
buildings, and dwellings. Rre Prevention lectures were
offered to over 500 people with over 1.000 pamphlets
distributed concerning baby sitter information, portable
fire extinguishers, home smoke dectors. emergency phone
numbers, wood stove safety, fire inspection checklists, and
home escape planning. A year long career development
program was conducted at the Portsmouth Junior High
School.
Fire Alarm Division
Frank Ott. Fire Alarm Superintendent
During FY 1981. seven master boxes were installed. Six
emergency repairs to the system were performed . five were
caused by storms, one by an e.xcavation.
Tlie street siren . fire alarm plant, and electrical entrance to
the Lafayette Road Station were moved at N.E. Telephone
Company request. Twelve other pole transfers were
accomplished for the Telephone Company.
Rre Alarm wires and a city owned telephone cable were
moved and reinstalled to facilitate the Fernald House move
from Court St. to .Atkinson St.
The new figure eight cable to the Sub-Station was spliced in
and attached. In-station repairs to the Form 4 Console and
emergency generator were performed. The last electric
overhead door at the Central Station was wired into the
console.
During this quarter, approximately 3000 feet of C wire was
installed
Apparatus Maintenance
Edward Tully, Maintenance Officer
The following maintenance statistics are for the period July
1. 1980. to June 30. 1981. The inventory includes six
pumpers, two aerials, one ambulance, one fire alarm
service truck (aerial), and two utility vehicles. Included in
"Miscellaneous Equipment", are such items as: portable
generators, stationary generators, rescue saws, outboard
motor, and various small tools and equipment.
Two of the pumpers did not see a full year's service during
this fiscal year. The new 1980 Maxim acquired and added
to the inventory in September. Tlie 1956 Ford Farrar. was
removed from service and sold for salvage in April. 1981.
Apparatus maintenance is directed by the Chief of
Department, supervised by the Maintenance Officer, and




























































10 City of Portsmouth, N.H.
Safety Committee
Captain Donald Gindlesperger. Safety Officer
Tt\e following is a report submitted by Captain Donald
Gindlesperger. Rre Department Safety Officer:
During tfie period of July 1980 June 1981. there were 12
City Safety meetings attended by Captain Gindlesperger in
addition to investigating 35 incidents relating to Personnel
or Property damage whicfi occurred in ttie Fire
Department. During the investigation of these incidents.
the department took the following safety measures in an
attempt to lessen the reniccurrance of the accidents which
were brought before the Fire Department Accident Review
Board:
Safety rules were revised and updated.
New bench grinder was purchased with proper safeguards.
Non safe fuel containers were replaced with approved
safety cans.
Safety bumpers were placed on apparatus ladders which
extended beyond the rear of apparatus.
Skid-proof material was applied to walk areas on
apparatus.
All self contained breathing apparatus were converted to
positive pressure in accordance with new Federal
regulations.
Grab handles were installed on apparatus for better safely.
Ground Fault interuppters were installed on receptacles in
rest rooms and shower area.
Improved electric lighting was installed in stairway areas.
Drive-through bays were constructed at the Sub Station to
eliminate backing apparatus into building.
Smoke Detectors were installed in ceilings at Central and
Sub Station.
Fire helmets approved by Federal standards have replaced
old metal helmets.
Periodic training courses are being accomplished on




TTie Portsmouth Fire Department Call Firefighter force is a
vital part of the Fire Department Table of Organization.
Tliier responsibilities are to supplement permanent
firefighter personnel with trained manpower during fire or
in other emergencies.
Following are statistics during the period FY 80/81:
Table of Organization 20
Number of men assigned as of Jul 1. 1980 18
Number of men assigned as of Jun 30. 1981 17
Number of Rres requiring Call Dept. 27
Attendance at Fires 71.81%
Number of Training Sessions 13
Number of men attending training session on
the FB-lll 13
Personnel Data:
Call Firefighter Arthur Fortin resigned when he became a
member of the permanent department. Mr. Fogg resigned






David Connell, City Attorney
The Legal Department of the City of Portsmouth is
comprised of one attorney and one secretary.
[jegal service is provided to the City Council and to all City
Departments as well as to Boards and Commissions.
At various times during the year there were 48 lawsuits
pending; 17 brought by the City: 31 against the City. Of the
48 actions. 12 were disposed of during the fiscal year.
Annual Report, 1980 - 1981 11
DISTRICT COURT
Thomas E. Flynn, Jr., Justice














The 1980-81 fiscal year was very busy at the Portsmouth
Public Library. The information and Reference staff fielded
over 17.000 reference and research questions. Several
bibliographies were produced such as "Business Books,"
Women Working" and Sailing Books." Also provided an
updated Elected Officials brochure.
TTiere were several new additions to the Information and
Reference collection. Magazine Index is a microfilm index
of 380 magazines which covers the last 5 years in one
alphabetical listing. The New England Historical and
Genealogical Register was purchased on microfilm. Also
added were telephone directories from across the United
Slates, on microfiche.
The New Hampshire Video Network was formed and funded
under Title I of [Jbrary Services and Construction Act. The
grand was awarded by the New Hampshire State Library
Commission to the public libraries in Portsmouth. Concord.
Nashua. Salem and Manchester. The video equipment has
been used by the library to record local history such as the
moving of the Fernald House, and the transfer of old news
films about Portsmouth to video tape. Local events, such as
Market Square Day. the arrival of the "Roseway" and
"Libertad" and the City Council and School Board pre-
election debates were taped. The equipment has been used
by local groups and by the library to tape such things as
children participating in library programs and workshops
at the New Hampshire Library Association Conference.
The library again cooperatively sponsored with Strawbery
Banke. the Brown Bag lunch series. Such topics as
"Research and Restoration at Strawbery Banke." "The
Portsmouth Atheneum" and "Milk Bottle Collecting in
Portsmouth" were attended. A film and lecture program
entitled "New Hampshire Writers and the Small Town"
was co-sponsored by the Library and Umbra .'Vrts.
Film series were again provided at the library. PPL and
Theatre-By-The-Sea furnished films at Prescott Park. In
December 3 films were shown in the Vaughan Room.
Starting in February the Bullfinch Rim Society held a film
festival at the library, which ran 2 nights each weekend for
10 weeks.
The friends of Portsmouth Public Library again sponsored
the annual Valentines Dance. The proceeds enabled the
library to purchase 2 additional double sided index tables.
2 chairs and rental books, which provide additional popular
books for reserves.
In 1980's Summer Reading Program called "Summer
Safari, with a jungle theme, attracted a record number of
children, over 200. The children's librarian had visited
every class in Portsmouth with a slide show promoting the
program and the Library. The library showed filmsand lent
books weekly at the Community Day Care Center and had a
weekly program at Dondero School of stories, games, songs
and book lending. At the library there were also successful
story and crafts programs, puppet workshops and special
entertainers.
In the fall, highlights were a storytelling workshop for
adults, which many teachers attended, a party for local
author Michelle Dionetti in cooperation with the Umbra
Arts group, and Whim Whams an after school program.
Whim Wham programs included a bird bander who brought
in live birds: a folksinger: Mr. and Mrs. Fish from the Gulf
of Maine Aquarium: computers; and 80th birthday party for
Dr. Seuss. and a beekeeper.
Through the fall and winter, three preschool storyhour
programs were carried on. including one for 2 and 3 year
olds. Tliere also was a film series: an adult storytelling
group: Books by Your Own Hand, and 8 week bookmaking
project partially bunded by the N.H. Commission on the
Arts: puppet shows: and an April Fool's Day program.
Activity kits for gifted children were added that parents and
teachers can use as supplement to their children's regular
studies. A program was done through the Community










Other materials (records, cassettes, toys, films.
art prints)










297 children's programs (story- 4% inc/1 yr.
hours, films, special programs
tours)
9,012 attended the programs 24% inc/1 yr.
16 exhibits 45% inc/1 yr.
1,479 toys loaned 38% inc/l yr.
Catalog and Technical Processing Services
4.510 hardcover books cataloged
and processed
2.588 paperbacks processed
















Consumer aid & information
Copy machine





Facilities to aid the handicapped patron



























School visits & lours
Special events & programs for children of all ages
State information
Storyhours for children ages 2-8
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Norman B. Axler, Director
Planning Board
Warren Clark, chairman
During 1980-81. the Planning Board held eleven regular
meetings and two special meetings. It acted on fourteen
requests for subdivision of land, one request for rezoning.
five requests for lot line changes, and one review of a
decision by the Site Review Committee.
One of the most difficult and important cases to come before
the Board this year was the proposal by Eastern Grain
Resources Corporation to build an alcohol fuel plant on
land behind the K-Mart plaza on Woodbury Avenue. The
proposal had been turned down by the Site Review
Committee due to possible hazards and uncertain
environmental effects. The Planning Board initially turned
down the proposed plant; however, following the filing of a
law suit, on advice of counsel, worked out a settlement
giving approval subject to nineteen conditions.
Another major proposal was for a high technology
industrial park to be developed by the Druker Company on
land off the Route 1 Bypass. 1-95 and Borthwick Avenue. A
first proposal that would have extended Borthwick Avenue
in two phases was denied. A second version that brought
traffic in off the Route 1 Bypass was given preliminary
approval.
Among residential development proposals a rezoning of
land on Lang Road to the Garden Apartment district was
recommended favorably, an application for a Planned Unit
Development of 133 units off Sagamore Avenue was
withdrawn after traffic flow problems were raised, a
Planned Unit Development of 47 units off Maplewood
Avenue was denied, a Planned Unit Development of 28
units on Ocean Road was given a preliminary approval and
an expansion of a mobile home park on Lafayette Road was
recommended favorably to the City Council.
The Planning Board adopted new subdivision regulations in
October and developed a new Site Review Ordinance that
was sent to the City Council. The Board also began working
on drafts of a new Zoning Ordinance and zoning map.
Board of Adjustment
Richard Gamester Chairman
The Board of Adjustment provides a "relief valve" for
situations where a literal enforcement of the Zoning
Ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship to a
property owner. The Board of Adjustment has several
responsibilities. It hears petitions for variances, request
for special exceptions are allowed by the Zoning Ordinance
and hears appeals of an administrative decision. The Board
of Adjustment also hears appeals from the Historic District
Commission.
in 1980-1981. the Board held 17 meetings with a 160
public hearings. Of the 1 15 petitions for variances. 69 were
granted (many with conditions attached) and 46 were
denied, tabled or withdrawn, for an approval rate of 60%.
Of the 36 petitions for a special exception. 19 were granted
(many with conditions attached) and 17 were denied,
tabled or withdrawn, for an approval rate of 53%. Of the 5




During this fiscal year the City of Portsmouth Community
Development Department administered and planned
several programs and projects.
The most extensive undertaking this period was the Bartlett
Street Neighborhood Improvements project which has
three basic components. Street improvements in the form
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of new storm drains, new granite curbing and the
resurfacing of several area streets; the reconditioning and
expansion of Pine Street Park, and a housing rehabilitation
program. The housing rehabilitation program isdesigned to
provide target area residents with financial and technical
assistance in performing health and safety as well as
energy related improvements to their homes.
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Plans are underway for a similar housing rehabilitation
program in the Atlantic Heights area ofthe City. As in other
previous target areas, residents will be able to apply for
financial and technical assistance. The program is
projected to commence sometime late 1981 and remain
active for approximately one year, or until all the
appropriated money has been expended.
This office is also currently engaged in preparing contract
drawings and specifications for the construction of
Daniel/Bow Streets Park and the Seacrest Park located in
Mariners Village. These plans also include the
reconditioning of the grounds and equipment at Cater Park.
Actual construction is anticipated for the fall of 1981.
As you know the future accomplishments of this office are
contingent upon the acquisition of federal funds. It is our
hope that federal budget limitations do not eliminate those
agencies which allow us to provide the residents of
Portsmouth with the type of improvement programs that
make the City a healthier and safer place to live.
PUBLIC WORKS
Daniel W. Ayer, P.E., Director
The Public Works Department under the direction of Daniel
W. Ayer. P.E.. is responsible for the administration and
direction of the highway, water/sewer, and engineering
divisions. The mentioned divisions with the support of
the supervisionary and staff personnel are responsible for






Russell Pratt, General Foreman
General Foreman. Russell Pratt coordinates and is
responsible for the operation of the following subdivisions:










The rubbish collection and disposal subdivision collects
and disposes of 90% of the city residential and commercial
refuse. The remaining percentage is handled by private
contractors. .Also this subdivision is responsible for general
maintenance of 7 parks. 5 cemeteries and the street
cleaning operation of city owned streets.
The street maintenance subdivision maintains
approximately 1 13 miles of city owned roads together with
100 plus miles of sidewalks. Repairs and maintains 9 city
owned bridges which includes design, design review and
actual construction. Also this subdivision is responsible for
all city yard maintenance and major repairs to city owned
building with the exception of school property. This
subdivision also handles the city wide mosquito abatement
program.
The equipment maintenance subdivision maintains and
occasionally rebuilds 130 pieces ofcity owned equipment.























































































































































Installed 909' of granite curbing







Street and Sidewalk Maintenance (City Forces)
Used the following materials for street and sidewalk
maintenance:























K. Michael Scarks, P.E., City Engineer
City Engineer. Michael Scarks, P.E., is responsible for
preparation, review and maintenance of all plans and
specifications witfiin ttie divisions jurisdiction. He also is
in charge of the engineering/construction and building
inspection subdivisions. Acts in an advisory capacity to the
Site Review Committee, as well as other various city
departments concerning engineering problems. Performs
and or administers as directed, major repairs to city owned
buildings.
Review and inspections of the "UDAG" Industrial Road.
now Constitution Avenue.
Review and inspection of the Parrot Avenue Portsmouth
District Courthouse.
Review and inspection of the Community Swimming Pool
Complex on Alumni Drive.
Design and administration of the Junkins Avenue South
Mill Pond Causeway.
Design and administration of the South Mill Pond Dredging
Project.
Review and inspection of the Middle-Islington Street
Improvements Phase II.
Design, administration and inspection of repairs and
insulation of the Sagamore Avenue Bride water line.
Review of the Bartlett Street Neighborhood Project
Improvements.
Review and inspection of the downtown New England
Telephone Project.
Design, administration and inspection of the Daniel Street
Force Sewer Maine.
Review and inspection of the Refuse to Energy Facility.
Inspection Division
Review and administration of the Aldrich Road Storm Drain
Project.
Review and administration of the Lafayette Road Pumping
Station Renovations.
Design of the City Hall handicap ramp.
Sewer Survey of the City's sewage system.
The administration and review of the continuing sewer
separation program.
Administration, design and inspection of the upgrading of
the North Mill Pond Causeway.
Preliminary design of the North Mill Pond tide gate.
On Going Projects for 81/82
Bartlett Street Neighborhood Improvements
South Mill Pond Causeway (Junkins Avenue)
South Mill Pond Dredging Projects
Refuse to Energy Facility
Aldrich Road Storm Drain Project.
Lafayette Road Pumping Station Renovations
Marcy Street Bridge
Woodbury Avenue Temporary improvement
Market Street Extension
Improvements to the Sewer System downstream on the
Lafayette Road Pump Station.
Pierce Island Bridge Rehabilitation
Edmond Avenue and Maplewood Avenue Intersection
Rehabilitation of the Boston & Maine RR Yard Sewer
Annual Municipal Buildings Inspection
Biennial Bridge Inspection
North Mill Pond Tide Gate
Carl Sampson. Building Inspector
Dale Burkhart. Electrical Inspector
George Browning. Plumbing Inspector
John Grafton. Housing Code Inspector
The Inspection Subdivision encompasses the following
areas: Building Electrical. Plumbing and Housing Code
Inspection. The following is a breakdown of the activities of
the Inspection Subdivision. July 1. 1980 thru June 30,
1981.
Inspection Breakdown Number of Inspections
Building
Building Permits Issued:
TVpe of Construction Estimated Ck)sts No. of Permits
Swimming Pools




































Clotilde M. Straus, Chairman
The activities of ttie Conservation Commission during the
fiscal year 1980-1981 have been centered on City
beautification in the business and residential districts,
protection of open space and wetlands, which are attempts
at maintaining the traditional quality of the environment




in the Fall of the year, thirty-five (35) shade trees were
planted along sidewalks and front portion of private lawns
at a cost of $4,396. The species selected this year were
Norway maple. Schwedler maple. Linden. Marshall ash.
Pin oak. Crabapple and Bradford pear.
Flower Planting:
The planting of annual ornamental plants (geranium,
petunia, alyssum. salvia, ageratum. dusty miller) was
carried out in the City's public areas, including si.x window
boxes at City Hall. Market Scjuare flower bed at the flagpole
and thirteen concrete urns at the Vaughn Mall parking lot.
The plants were purchased with Conservation funds and
mainiainance (watering, fertilizing and weeding) was
accomplished through the care of the Department of Public
Works.
Open Space and Wetlands
protection:
Following recommendations of this Commission of the City
Council made the important acquisition of 23 acres of
forested land on Little Harbor Road, abutting the State-
owned property of Wentworth-Coolidge mansion and park.
This acquisition is a major step towards the preservation of
Little Harbor's pristine environment with high scenic and
recreational values.
An acquisition of 16 acres of State surplus land in the Great
Bog was also recommended by this Commission and
carried out through City Council's action with the goal of
wildlife preservation, the Great Bog being a major deer
yard, as well as an area of prime importance to the City's
water supply.
Several major development proposals were reviewed and
recommended to the City Council, the Planning Board and
the Site Review Committe were prepared.
Through Council's action the Conservation Commission
Chairman was made a voting member of the Site Review
Committee.
Members of the Commission during this period were:
Harold Grossman
Pamela Hall
Clotilde M. Straus. Chairman








Robert Reynolds, Animal Control Officer
This report covers ttie period from July I, 1980 itiru June
31 1981.
Calls recorded 3.248
Dog bites reported 54
Animal bites (other than dogs) reported 23
Dogs picked up and impounded 279
Dogs in protective custody (returned home) 185
Total number of dogs handled 464
Lost dogs reported 114
Lost dogs recovered by Animal Control 97
Animals (other than dogs) handled 263
Dead animals picked up and disposal made 162
Dog license issued 1623
Other Activities (80/81)
July 1980
Passed test for New Hampshire Certification as Police
Officer. Certified on April 14th. 1981 by Police Standards
and Training Council.
Attended N.H. S.P.C.A. meet in Rye.
August 1980
Attended N.H. Humane Association meeting in Concord
N.H.
September 1980
Attended Purina Foods seminar at Wentworth By The Sea,
Newcastle N.H.
Attended N.H. Humane Association seminar at Concord
N.H.
Attended N.H. Federation of Humane Societies meeting in
Concord N.H.
October 1980
Appeared in Superior Court on Cruelty to Animal case.
Defendant found guilty.
Attended N.E. Federation meeting in Framingham. Mass.
Attended N.H. Animal Control Officers Association meeting
in Keene N.H.
Conducted one ( 1 ) tour for the Animal Medical Center of
their facility.
November 1980
Attended N.H. Federation of Humane Societies meeting in
Concord N.H.
Attended Mass. S.P.C.A. meeting in Framingham. Mass.
Attended N.H. S.P.C.A. meeting in Rye N.H.
Guest speaker at the Laconia Rotary Club. Laconia N.H.
December 1980
Guest speaker at Rockingham County Law enforcement
meeting in Kingston. N.H.
Attended meeting of the Mass. S.P.C.A. in Framingham.
Mass.
Attended N.H. S.P.C.A. meeting in Exeter N.H.
Attended meeting of D.O.G.S. (Dog Owners of Granite
State) in Concord N.H.
January 1981
Attended Animal Control Officers meeting in Concord N.H.
Attended N.H. S.P.C.A. meeting in Stratham N.H. (Annual
Meeting)
Conducted three (3) tours for groups thru the .Animal
Medical Center. Portsmouth N.H.
Attended N.E. Federation of Humane Societies meeting in
Framingham. Mass.
February 1981
Conducted three (3) tours of the Animal Medical Center,
Portsmouth, N.H.
March 1981
Attended the Doberman Rescue League meeting in Concord
N.H.
Conducted five (5) tours of the Animal Medical Center.
Portsmouth N.H.
April 1981
Rabies Clinics in Rye. Greenland, and Portsmouth N.H.
Guest of Radio WBBX reference to pets in hot cars. etc.
May 1981
Attended three (3) day New England Federation of Humane
Societies meeting in Mystic. Connecticut. No expense to the
City.
Conducted three (3) groups thru the Animal Medical
Center. Portsmouth N.H.
Assisted N.H. S.P.C.A. with the annual pet show at Dondero
School.
June 1981
Conducted one ( 1 ) group thru the .^nimal Medical Center,
Portsmouth N.H.
Completed door to door survey in Mariners Village,
Portsmouth N.H.
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RECREATION
Joseph Fate, Director
Community Center and John
F. Kennedy Center Activities
Diet Worskshop-held on weekly basis
Ballroom dance classes-Beginners & Advanced
Disco Dance Classes (10 weeks)
Weight Training Classes-3 days a week
Aerobic Fitness-3 days a week all winter
A Safe Place Staff Clinic-5 weeks
St. Pats gym classes every Fri. A.M.
Men's Volleyball League
Bridge Club-Once a week year round
Women's Night-once a week
Seacoast Counciling Center-once a week
Judo Instruction for youth-2 nights a week
Judo instruction for adults-2 nights a week
Portsmouth Dancers-Year Round
Wentworth School gym classes-2 days a week
Jr. High Boys League plus 2 practices a Week at Jr. High
Sr. High Boys League plus 2 practices a week at Jr. High
City League Basketball-2 nights a week
Pee Wee Basketball-.^ges 6 to 10-2 days a week
One On One Basketball Tourney
Shuffleboard Tourney
Elks Foul Shooting Contest
Pot Luck Suppers
Natural Food Cooking Classes
Macrobiotics Classes





Philosophy Of The l-Ching
Orential .^strology
Wild Plants For Food And Medicine




Kinda Gym Classes-Ages 3 to 5
Exer Gym Classes-;Ages 5-8
Tiny Tots Exercises-Ages 1 and 2
Modern Dance (Graham Technique)




Growing from Seeds Found M Home







Portsmouth Night At UNH-Basketball Game
Nutrition And The Vegetarian Diet
Drum Lessons
Community Alcohol Information Program
Gosling Meadows-Seacrest Basketball





Fleet Reserve And Auxiliary




Recreation High School Basketball






Scottish Folk Dance Classes
Runners Clinic
PHS GED Classes - September to June
Standard First Aid Classes
Cross Country Ski Clinic
Life Drawing Classes
Table Tennis League-Once A Week
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ECONOMIC COMMISSION
Christopher Sheridan, Economic Development Director
The fiscal year 1980-81 saw many changes in Portsmouth's
economic profile, as well as the successful completion of
several major on-going projects. The major changes that
look place over the past year are summarized below:
Christopher Sheridan was appointed as the City's new
Economic Development Director, replacing former
Director. Robert C. Benson.
The Urban Development Action Grant (UDAG) Road was
completed and named by the City as Constitution Avenue.
Ground was brolcen later in the year for the first occupant of
Portsmouth Industrial Park (N). McLaughlin Movers.
A new "spec" building was completed at the Portsmouth
Industrial Park (S) on Heritage Avenue, and it was
subsequently occupied by Meramec Industries.
Plans were completed and preliminary subdivision
approval was granted for the development of Technology
Park on 1-95. The Druker Company of Boston will handle
the development of the Park which will continue over a 5 to
8 year period, and is estimated at completion to contain
800.000+ square feet of high technology office/research
facilities.
Proposals were received for the development of Disposition
Parcels 1 and 2 (Deer and Market Sis.), and the City
selected Holloran Equities of New York as the prospective
developer of a 120-ronm hotel. 40 condominiums, and
1 5.000 square feet of commercial space on these sites. The
City will be filing an application with the U. S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for UDAG
assistance with this project during the next fiscal year.
The City selected the engineering firm of Dufresne-Henry
of Manchester to conduct a feasibility study to determine
the estimated net developable acreage on the Stokel
property located on Greenland Road (Rte. 101). The firm
presented a report to the Economic Commission indicating
that approximately 50 acres out of the 185-acre parcel
were developable. In light of these findings, the Council
authorized the City Manager to reinstitute purchase
negotiations with the representatives of the Stokel family.
In January 1981. Commissioner Michael Kenslea was
succeeded by Commissioner Peter Lukas. It is also noted
with regret that on March 19. 1981 Commission member
Ernest Armand passed away. Mr. Armand will always be
remembered as a conscientious, insightful and valuable
member of the Commission.
The Economic Commission will continue to strive in the
ne.xt fiscal year for the attainment of their goal of economic
betterment for the City.

























Robert Sombric, Purchasing Agent
During the fiscal year 1980/81, the Purchasing
Department Issued 56 formal bid Invitations for Items or
services valued at $1,000 or more. All Items valued over
$200 were purchased through written or telephone
quotations (at least three per item). These two types of
competitive purchasing practices have proven to be most
effective in procuring quality materials, supplies and
services at the lowest reasonable cost to the city.
The sales of city-owned land and surplus equipment
realized a total of $6,664.













Kenneth C. Dahl, Finance Director
City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Group
Year ended June 30, 1981 with comparative totals for June 30, 1980
Governmental Fund Types

City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Combined Balance Sheet - All Fund Types and Account Group




City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
All Government Fund Types and Expendable Trust Funds





City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Transfers
Budget and Actual General Fund and Debt Service Fund















City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire
Schedule of Bonds Payable - All funds








Economic Development Commission Building Commission
John J. Wholey. Mayor, Ex-officio
Peter Weeks. Council Representative
Calvin A. Canney, City Manager, Ex-officio
Christopher F. Sheridan. Economic Director
Russeil VanBilliard. Chairman














William C. Scott, Chairman







William St. Laurent. Council Representative
City Manager. Ex-officio
Arthur C. Clough. Sr.. Ex-officio
Dave Frederick. Chairman




























Stephen Tober. Council Representative
City Manager-Ex-officio
Carl Sampson-Ex-officio







Mrs. Agnes Harmon. Honorary Ex-officio member
Charles Vaugh. Ex-officio representing Planning Board





Paul Long. Fire Chief
John Patrikus. Duputy Marshal
Robert Sombric. Public Works
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DIRECTORY
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Calvin A. Canney. City Manager. City Hall
Michael Pagano. City Hall
David Connell. City Hall
A. David Arrington. City Hall
Kenneth King. City Hall
Margaret Sullivan. Tax Collector. City Hall
Carl Sampson. Public Works
Robert Roth, District Court, Parrott Avenue
Sam Cioffi. Director City Hall
Police Station. 28 Penhallow Street
Christopher Sheridan, City Hall
Dale Burkhart. Public Works
Steve Irving. Director 1 Church Street
Odyssius Athanasiou, 53 Market Street
Kenneth Dahl. City Hall
Paul Long. Chief. Fire Station
K. Michael Scarks, P.E.. Public Works
Public Works
John Gratton. Public Works
Sherman Pridham. director 8 Islington Street
Evelyn Hanscom. City Clerk, City Hall
Evelyn Hanscom. City Clerk, City Hall
William Scott. Market Street
Norman .^xler. City Hall
George Browning. Public Works
Stanton Remick. City Marshall. Police Station
District Court. Parrott Avenue
Daniel Ayer. P.E.. Public Works
Robert Sombric. City Hall
Joseph Fate, Community Center. JFK
Ranee Collins. Public Works
Public Works
Margaret Sullivan. Tax Collector, City Hall
Ranee Collins. Public Works
William Scott, director Market Street
Dale Burkhart. Zoning Officer Public Works
David Chote. III. Director
Anthony Casso, New Castle
Kevin Looser. M.D.
Junkins Avenue
Housing Authority. Middle Street
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